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some Persians and Moghols there (at Patna), and that frequently on the
subject of Nadir Shah's Expedition/'   He goes on to say:
" The Account1 of Nadir Shah's first Exploits I have been favoured with from a
Gentleman now in England, who resided several years in Persia, speaks that
Language, and has been frequently in Company with that Conqueror.
" The Journal2 of his Transactions in India, with the Letters and Cession of the
Provinces, were transmitted from Dehli, by the Secretary of Sirbullind (Sarbuland)
Khan, whom Nadir Shah had appointed to be one of the Commissioners for levying
the Contributions to Mirza Moghol, Son to Ali Mahommed Khan at Ahmedabad,
who being my intimate Friend gave it to me."
Fraser omits to give the name of the author of the " Account" referred to
above, but he states (p. 128) that this individual left Persia for India in
February, 1737. It being obvious that the person in question must have been
in the service of the East India Company, I consulted the Gombroon Diary,
where I discovered that William Cockell, the Agent at Gombroon, left that
place for Bombay on the gth/20th February, 17373; no other employee of
the Company left Persia for India in that month. Having regard to these
facts, as well as to CockelTs position and qualifications, there can be no doubt
that he was Fraser's informant. He was Resident of the Company at Isfahan
during the latter part of Ashraf s reign and throughout that of ShahTahmasp II.
He came into personal contact with Nadir, as well as with Shah Tahmasp
on several occasions. In May, 1733, he was appointed Agent at Gombroon
(Bandar 'Abbas), where he remained until his transfer to Bombay in February,
1737. After reaching India, Cockell was given a seat on the Council of the
Bombay Presidency, and it was doubtless during his stay in Bombay that
he met, or at any rate entered into correspondence with, Fraser.
Although it might be supposed that CockelTs Account would be a really
reliable source of information regarding Nadir's early career, one finds, on
examining it closely, that it is by no means free from errors* In fact, one
discovers repeatedly, when carefully analysing such records of Nadir Shah,
that their authors are very liable to make incorrect statements or to omit
important facts unless they are describing incidents of which they themselves
had first-hand knowledge or are quoting the ipsissima verba of some reliable
eye-witness. It must be borne in mind that Persia is a country where high
mountains or vast expanses of desert separate many of the principal centres,
such as Isfahan and Mashhad; in Nadir's days, complications between
such centres was often slow and uncertain, particularly in times of crisis. It
was consequently extremely difficult for anyone in, say, Isfahan, to obtain
accurate information of the course of events in Mashhad, or vice versa.4 Wild
1 See pp. 71 to 128 of Fraser's work.
»See pp. 152 to 223 of Fraser's work.   I have been unable to ascertain what has become of the
original MS. from which Fraser made his translation.   It is not amongst Fraser's MSS.
which axe now in the Bodleian Library, and it is possible that he may have given it to his
friend, Dr. Mead.
1 Gombroon Diary, 9th/2oth February, 1737, in Volume IV of the Persia and the Persian Gulf
records of the East India Company, at the India Office.
* Cf. the comment of the Agent at Gombroon on some astonishing rumour that was current in
that town in October, 1739: " It is certaMy impossible to aHow of the Truth of any Report
in this Country without Visible Proof '* (Gombroon Diary, 2oth-3ist October, 1739).
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